Is it OK to use Superglue or Crazyglue (cyanocrylate-based glue) to repair minor finger injuries? 

Note: my research turned up a lot of warnings that Crazyglue is OK but Superglue is toxic as well as a like number of warnings that Superglue is OK but Crazyglue is toxic. Based on this, (and the See Also links listed below) I have to believe that it doesn't matter which you use. Obviously, Dermabond or a similar medical grade glue would be the best bet if available. 

From: Karl Baba 

On the less healthy side, when I get a split finger that just won't heal 'cause I just keep reopening it. I seal that sucker shut with Krazy glue and it's instant relief Baby! 

Those who have not tried it may be skeptical, but I don't leave home without it. Some say it was developed as a substitute for stitches for the military but the standard disclaimer must apply,......I wouldn't know if 20 years down the line Krazy Glue won't make your nipples fall off and ruin the ozone layer to boot. 

From: Geo Day 

Cyanoacrylate was first used in Vietnam to close major wounds in combat. My wife is a surgical Nurse and it is used in surgery every day. The difference in the store bought stuff and the medical grade stuff is that the cheep stuff has other chemicals in it (by-products from side reactions in the processes of making it.) 

From: John Evans 

My wife and I use super glue fairly often to repair small cuts, cracks etc. I seem to use it primarily around my cuticles and finger tips. In the winter I am prone to getting "cracks" in the meat of my thumbs right at the top corners of the nail. Painful buggers that used to take forever to heal, since whenever I used my thumbs the crack would flex open, usually getting wider each time. Super Glue to the rescue!!! We keep a tube of it in our first aid kit. My wife claims it was first developed as a dental adhesive, and I know it is used Outside the US in some types of surgery in place of sutures (such as cosmetic surgery). 

From: D. Gallardo 

I've used crazyglue to repair flappers only once or twice--I don't usually have these kinds of problems climbing 'cause I don't really climb that hard. (Luckily for me, you don't have to get certified to post here...) But I use it all the time for cuticle repair, paper cuts, etc. I wouldn't use as a bandaid it to cover up open wounds--youch. Only to hold minor bits in place till they cleave together naturally. 

From: Michael Riches 

I use the Super Glue brand. I have actually used it on myself many times and have never suffered either skin irritation nor any pain associated with it's use. There may be a minor burning sensation but that could also be attributed to the actual wound. The warning label on the bottle says nothing about prolonged skin contact. In fact the only warning that is on the label is about eye contact and how to remove the stuff should you accidentally get it in your eyes. 

From: KenR 

Be aware that some people are deathly allergic to what ever is in these adhesives. Read an article in a model building magazine a few years ago that warned about this. If your gonna use it to mend minor wounds, which lots of folks do, first try it at home before using it on the road somewhere. If you breath a little bit of the fumes in accidentaly and break out in a funny looking red rash call 911 immeadiatly because your gonna need help in about 10 minutes, maybe less! 

From: T 

Great way to seal the germs inside a wound, but if used properly, it is a great tool in a FA kit. 

From: Frank Stock 

Tried it once on a minorly sliced finger, and it hurt like hell. Getting it off with solvent hurt worse. I think I'd rather bleed or use a Band-Aid. 

From: B. Jelen 

Also, Krazy Glue works well for holding athletic tape on. If the route works your fingertips hard - most tape will eventually slide around or pull off. Spotting a small amount of KG on the pressure point(s) improves the situation. I've never had any problem with removing the tape or cleaning up later. 

From: Karl Pfleger 

Does anyone understand why Dermabond, the version of superglue approved by the FDA in recent years specifically for medical use on skin for closing woulds (instead of stitches), seems only to be available to hospitals and professional medical practitioners? For use on skin, it seems to be superior to using "hardware" superglue brands like Crazyglue. For instance, it uses octyl esters, which are slightly more flexible when dry, and it doesn't contain methyl alcohols, which can cause burns, as most "hardware" superglues do. In fact, a number of people on rec.climbing mentioned pain and burning associated with using normal superglues in a thread last fall. For more on different ingredients in superglues and their medical use, see for example: Can We Really Use Super Glue Instead of Suture? which was a nice site I came across doing some web searches, though it doesn't talk about Dermabond specifically. Do some other web searches for that. 

Since lots of people, climbers included but by no means exclusively, use Crazyglue and similar products to treat their skin (I had a doctor tell me today that it's great to use this kind of stuff for small cuts, and he keeps some in all his first aid kits), and these people are going to continue to do so without access to Dermabond, it would seem to make sense to make Dermabond available to individual consumers. Alas, someone clearly thinks that the writing on most superglue bottles is enough to dissuade most people from using it on their skin (and obviously this person must not have access to the internet where this practice is discussed frequently). I think most consumers would be better served by the more detailed instructions on skin use that undoubtedly come with Dermabond. 

From: Pacts 

One source is BME, under Supplies. It's $21.99 per single-use tube (only one in stock at the moment), not including shipping -- the company is based in Canada. Also, if it's not easily available in the US, it may be stopped at Customs -- check your applicable laws. 

From: Jean Jorgensen 

Sorry i cant help on sources for procuring dermabond but maybe i can explain why its not marketed to the general public. 

1. Due to the fact that it is a more "permanent" means of closure for a wound . 

2. Wounds that are deep or need more secure forms of closure i.e. suturing or dermabond should be adequately irrigated/debrided/cleaned BEFORE closure. 

3. Some wounds involve structures below the surface which must also be repaired. some repairs are not straight forward or simple. some apparently "minor" wounds fall into this category 

4. Surprisingly, there are some people who do foolish things with regard to their health care and may not adequately clean the wound first, or not realize that further evaluation or repair is needed. 

5. But you say.."I'm just talking about skinflaps", but how does the manufacturer ensure that the end user will appropriately evaluate the cut for more extensive injury and adequately irigate/clean it before closing it? 

